THE HUMAN FACE OF TREES

Two graduating students from the Interaction Design Department from the Royal College of Art are proposing to replace the superficial junk DNA of a tree with the DNA of a human, thereby creating a tree that effectively carries human DNA.

The scientific background to the project entitled Transplant Biopresence has already been independently assessed and verified by Dr Bernard Lamb, Reader in Genetics from the Biological Sciences Department at Imperial College, London, who said, "It is possible to replace some of a tree's junk DNA with some human DNA."
The Interaction Design students insist that this project is not a biological stunt.  Their interest lies in the social perception of this new breed of trees. Tremmel and Fukuhara envision their process of transplanting as an additional service to standard funerals. They ask, if these trees have the capability to change city planning and landscape architecture.

Georg Tremmel and Shiho Fukuhara stated:

“We are interested in the moral, ethical and social issues this new kind of tree will raise. How will a person’s approach to a tree change, if the tree carries human DNA? Will it still be just a tree, or will it be more?” 
Transplant Biopresence is not science fiction. Though it is possible to create a transplanted tree in a lab, the project still remains in a hypothetical state. Tremmel and Fukuhara are currently contacting scientists and institutions for further collaboration in order to realise this project.

This project raises further social issues about possible consequences. Implanting your Grandmothers DNA into a tree brings a whole new meaning to a ‘Granny Smith’, Georg Tremmel and Shiho Fukuhara ask, “Would you eat an apple from your Grandma tree?”.

With funeral space at an all time low, trees could now effectively become tombstones. The tree acts and behaves normally, like any other tree, but also carries the immortal code, the biological essence of a human. 

Transplant Biopresence is based on two facts: the first one being that the genome size can differ between various organisms e.g. some trees have a larger genome size than say humans. The second is that organisms genes only occupy a small fraction of an organisms total genome. Only about 3-5% of the DNA are typically used to encode genes, the remaining amount 95-7% are remainders of evolution and it is called junk DNA (jDNA).

ENDS

For more information or to interview Georg and Shiho please contact Nicole Osmond-Evans in the Media Relations Office at the Royal College of Art on t: 020 7590 4121 or by e: nicola.osmond-evans@rca.ac.uk

Notes to Editors:

· The Royal College of Art is the world's only wholly postgraduate university of art and design, specialising in teaching and research and offering the degrees of MA, MPhil and PhD across the disciplines of fine art, applied art, design, communications and humanities. There are eight hundred masters and doctoral students and more than a hundred professionals interacting with them - including scholars, leading practitioners of art and design and innumerable specialists, advisors and distinguished visitors.

· To experience more of Georg and Shiho’s work please visit The Show: Two at the Royal College of Art which features the work of graduating students from the following Departments: Interaction Design, Vehicle Design, Design Products, Industrial Design Engineering, Textiles, Communication Art and Design, Animation, Architecture & Interiors.  The Show: Two runs from 27 June – 6 July [closed 4 July] from 10am – 6pm daily with late night openings on 27 June and 3 July until 10pm.  

      For more information please call t: 020 7590 4498. 

